In valvular lesions it is almost always indicated. In obstruction, by assisting the natural efforts of the heart to overcome that obstruction. In a case of aortic obstruction, with cerebral anjemia following wherever over-exertion left the heart unequal to driving a sufficient column of blood through the narrowed orifice, digitalis, continued for a few days, relieved the patient for months. In a case of pulmonary obstruction it relieved the symptoms, and produced the same effect in increasing the apex-beat, as in the more common aortic obstruction.
In regurgitation through the mitral valve it is most useful; the increased action of the right ventricle (which may sometimes be shown by the sharp click of the pulmon-makes the accompanying arcus senilis still more significant, the thinner the muscular walls of the heart, the feebler their action, and, probably, even the more degenerate their structure, the more imperative the necessity for digitalis.
